
 
 

 
TRAFFIC STATISTICS APRIL 2009 

 
 

Operating performance 
 
In the overall network, traffic -measured in revenue passenger kilometres (RPK)- climbed 2.6% 
with respect to the previous year, load factor improved 4.2 percentage points and reached 
82.7% a record level for this month in the history of the company. Capacity -measured in 
available seat kilometres (ASK)- fell by 2.7%, and the average stage length increased by 6.6%, 
mainly due to the highest weight of the international traffic.  
 
The different calendar of Easter (in April this year and in March in 2008) makes the analysis of the 
year on year comparison for this month difficult. It helped the increases of traffic and load 
factor, but also contributed to a higher decrease in yields, already affected by price pressures in 
most of the markets and by the deterioration of the mix.   
 
If we consider the accumulated figures of March and April, load factor improved 0.5 
percentage points with respect to the same period of 2008, standing at 80.7%. Capacity and 
traffic declined by 3.1% and 2.5%, respectively. 
 
In the long haul segment traffic went up by 3.1% in April, with flat capacity (0.2% above), leading 
to a load factor of 84.4% (+2.3 points). The biggest increase of traffic corresponded to North 
America (15.3%), where capacity grew by 7.8% and the load factor stood at 88.4% (5.7 points 
more than in 2008). In Latin America, with a reduction of 0.8% in capacity, traffic climbed 1.0% 
and load factor reached 83.4%, 1.4 points over last year, despite the negative effects of the 
swine flu on some of our routes. 
 
In the European sector lad factor increased 8.9 points, to 82.2%. Traffic went up by 4.8%, with a 
reduction in capacity of 6.6%. In the European flights with origin or destination Madrid, traffic 
grew 8.1% and load factor improved by 8.3 points. In Africa and the Middle East routes load 
factor stood at 77.0% (+1.7 points), with increases of traffic and capacity of 6.2% and 3.9%, 
respectively. 
 
In the domestic sector load factor went up 4.4 points, to 77.1%.  Traffic went down by 3.9% with a 
fall in capacity of 9.5%. This decline in capacity, contemplated in the Strategic Plan, is below the 
one reported in the first quarter of 2009(-20.9%) mainly because the adjustments of capacity in 
the flights between Barcelona and Madrid started in April 2008. There was also a punctual 
increase of the flights offered to the Balearic and Canary islands, because of the increase of 
traffic due to the vacational period. The biggest decreases in capacity and traffic were 
reported in the Barcelona – Madrid corridor, also affected by the different calendar of the 
Easter. As a result, average stage length grew 8.5% in the sector. 
 
 

Highlights 
 
● Since the end of April Iberia is carrying out a detail monitoring of the impact that is having the 

swine flu A(H1N1) in the number of passengers and the bookings. If the positive evolution of this 
epidemic continues, its effect in the traffic of the coming months will be limited.  
 
● Spain’s AENOR standards bureau awarded its first-ever certificate for a reduction of CO2 

emissions to Iberia. The certificate attests to the reduction of emissions on the Spanish flag 
carrier’s walk-on air shuttle service between Madrid and Barcelona, thanks to the application of 
measures to improve efficiency. This reduction was possible due to the  renewing of the fleet (the 
Boeing 757 and McDonnell Douglas 87 and 88 models were replaced by the Airbus A319, A320 
and A321) and by installing lighter ergonomic seats in the cabins.  
 



 
 
 

April Accumulated 
 2009 2008 % 2009 2008 %

 

ASK (million) 5.279 5.424 -2,7 20.647 21.784 -5,2

Domestic 719 795 -9,5 2.790 3.413 -18,2

Medium Haul 1.368 1.446 -5,3 5.244 5.677 -7,6

    Europe 1.195 1.279 -6,6 4.583 5.029 -8,9

    Africa* and Middle East 174 167 3,9 662 647 2,2

Long Haul 3.191 3.184 0,2 12.613 12.695 -0,6

RPK (million) 4.365 4.255 2,6 16.117 17.246 -6,5

Domestic 555 578 -3,9 1.921 2.389 -19,6

Medium Haul 1.115 1.063 4,9 3.687 3.941 -6,5

    Europe 982 937 4,8 3.216 3.456 -6,9

    Africa* and Middle East 134 126 6,2 471 486 -3,1

Long Haul 2.695 2.615 3,1 10.510 10.915 -3,7

Load factor (%) 82,7 78,4 4,2 p.p. 78,1 79,2 -1,1 p.p.

Domestic 77,1 72,7 4,4 p.p. 68,8 70,0 -1,2 p.p.

Medium Haul 81,5 73,5 8,0 p.p. 70,3 69,4 0,9 p.p.

    Europe 82,2 73,3 8,9 p.p. 70,2 68,7 1,5 p.p.

    Africa* and Middle East 77,0 75,4 1,7 p.p. 71,2 75,0 -3,9 p.p.

Long Haul 84,4 82,1 2,3 p.p. 83,3 86,0 -2,7 p.p.
 

• Excluding South Africa  
 
 



 

Marzo – Abril 
 2009 2008 %

AKO (millones) 10.626 10.970 -3,1

Doméstico 1.458 1.654 -11,8

Medio Radio 2.754 2.913 -5,4

    Europa 2.410 2.576 -6,4

    África* y Oriente Medio 344 337 2,1

Largo Radio 6.414 6.404 0,2

PKT (millones) 8.574 8.794 -2,5

Doméstico 1.066 1.194 -10,7

Medio Radio 2.112 2.159 -2,2

    Europa 1.856 1.907 -2,7

    África* y Oriente Medio 256 251 1,7

Largo Radio 5.396 5.441 -0,8

Coeficiente de ocupación (%) 80,7 80,2 0,5 p.p.

Doméstico 73,1 72,2 0,9 p.p.

Medio Radio 76,7 74,1 2,6 p.p.

    Europa 77,0 74,0 3,0 p.p.

    África* y Oriente Medio 74,4 74,7 -0,3 p.p.

Largo Radio 84,1 85,0 -0,8 p.p.
 

* Excluida Sudáfrica 
 
 
 


